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CITY  OF  TRURO 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1956. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  City  of  Truro  in  1956. 

The  year  was  a  busy  one  and  on  the  whole  one  can  look  back 
on  it  with  satisfaction.  A  good  beginning  has  been  made  in  Slum 
clearance  and  progress  was  made  in  extending  the  sewers  thougn  in 
this  direction  a  great  deal  remains  to  be  done. 

I  have  commented  on  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  in  the 
body  of  my  report.  Here  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  year  was  a 
healthy  one. 

I  welcome  this  opportunity  of  once  again  thanking  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  consideration  and 
support  throughout  the  year  and  Mr.  Marsh  and  staff  for  loyal 
co-operation. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

V.  E.  WHITMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


City  of  Truro. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  City  (acres) 

Population  (mid  1956) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value 

Product  of  penny  rate 

« 

Number  of  houses  built,  or  under 
construction  since  1945 
Number  of  families  on  waiting  list 


2,450 

13,510  (13,460) 
4,257  (  4,187) 
£94,725  (£93,125) 
...  £376.5.3  (£367.17.7) 

709  (639) 

for  houses  430  (676) 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Males  91  (87)  Females  108  (89)  Total  199  (176) 

Registrar  General’s  “  Area  Comparability  Factor  ”  0.99  (0.99) 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population — Truro  ...  14.6  (12.9) 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population — 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  15.6  (15.0) 


Still  Births 

Males  3  (4)  Females  1  (1) 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births — Truro 
Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births — 
England  and  Wales 


Total  4  (5) 

19.7  (27.6) 

23.0  (23.2) 


Deaths 

Males  81  (85)  Females  100  (105)  Total  181  (190) 

Registrar  General’s  “  Area  Comparability  Factor  ”  0.93  (0.86) 

Death  rate,  per  1,000  population — Truro  ...  12.5  (12.1) 

Death  rate,  per  1,000  population — - 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  11.7  (11.7) 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year 


Males  2  (5)  Females  6  (1)  Total 

Infant  mortality  rate,  per  1,000  live  births — Truro  ... 
Infant  mortality  rate,  per  1,000  live  births — 

England  and  Wales 


8  (6) 

40.2  (28.4) 

23.8  (24.9) 


Neo-Natal  Deaths  (i.e.  deaths  occurring  within  28  days  of  birth) 
Males  —  Females  5  Total  5 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

9 

1 

3 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

2 

8 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

6 

5 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

2 

2 

6 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15 

12 

10 

14 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Diabetes 

3 

3 

0 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

20 

25 

32 

30 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

14 

17 

14 

25 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

9 

5 

12 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

24 

24 

39 

27 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

7 

5 

6 

Influenza 

0 

1 

0 

5 

Pneumonia 

1 

5 

6 

9 

Bronchitis 

8 

3 

3 

6 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0 

2 

3 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

o 

O 

4 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

0 

0 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

0 

3 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

22 

14 

25 

23 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

0 

1 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents 

6 

5 

1 

8 

Suicide 

2 

0 

4 

0 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

0 

160 

141 

190 

181 
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DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


M 

F 

TOTAL 

Under  1 

year 

2  (5) 

6  (1) 

8  (6) 

1—  4 

years 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

5—14 

9  9 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

15—24 

9  9 

2  (1) 

-(-) 

2  (1) 

25—44 

9  9 

5  (5) 

3  (3) 

8  (8) 

45—64 

9  9 

23(21) 

15(14) 

38(35) 

65—74 

9  9 

20(18) 

26(27) 

46(45) 

75  + 

29(35) 

50(60) 

79(95) 

69.1%  of  all  the  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 
In  1955  this  figure  was  73.7%. 

There  were  9  fewer  deaths  in  1956  than  in  1955  but  40  more 
than  in  1954.  Excluding  the  deaths  over  the  age  of  74  years  the  figures 
vary  very  little  over  the  past  5  years.  The  eight  infant  deaths  included 
5  deaths  within  the  first  4  weeks  of  life.  Attention  has  recently  been 
given  to  the  perinatal  death  rate  which  is  arrived  at  by  adding  the 
number  of  neonatal  deaths  to  the  number  of  still  births,  multiplying 
by  1,000  and  dividing  the  multiple  by  the  total  number  of  live  and 
still  births.  In  addition  to  being  a  very  sensitive  index  of  the  prevail¬ 
ing  sanitary  conditions  it  could  afford  evidence  of  the  harmful  effects, 
if  any,  of  the  nuclear  explosions  with  which  the  world  is  being  plagued 
at  present.  As  the  Truro  figures  by  themselves  are  very  small  for 
statistical  purposes  I  have  made  a  table  showing  the  annual  figures 
over  a  period  of  five  years  for  the  Boroughs  of  Truro,  Falmouth  and 
Penryn  and  the  Rural  District  of  Truro  and  have  added  comparative 
figures  for  the  County  of  Cornwall  and  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Mid  1956 
Population 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956  Quin 
Quenium 

Falmouth  M.B.  16,500 

a.  Neonatal  deaths 

5 

2 

6 

2 

3 

18 

b.  Still  Births 

9 

7 

10 

7 

7 

40 

c.  Live  Births 

228 

252 

229 

236 

259 

1,204 

d.  Perinatal  Death  rate 

59.1 

34.7 

66.9 

37.0 

37.6 

46.6 

4 

Penryn  M.B.  4,330 

a.  Neonatal  deaths 

2 

1 

2 

4 

0 

9 

b.  Still  Births 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

c.  Live  Births 

81 

72 

89 

98 

65 

405 

d.  Perinatal  Death  rate 

59.5 

27.4 

33.3 

60.0 

15.2 

41.2 

Truro  M.B.  13,510 

a.  Neonatal  deaths 

9 

5 

3 

5 

5 

27 

b.  Still  Births 

10 

7 

4 

5 

4 

30 

c.  Live  Births 

193 

189 

190 

176 

199 

947 

d.  Perinatal  Death  rate 

93.6 

61.2 

36.0 

55.2 

44.3 

58.4 

Truro  R.D.  26,690 

a  Neonatal  deaths 

8 

8 

3 

6 

4 

29 

b.  Still  Births 

4 

8 

15 

9 

10 

46 

c.  Live  Births 

355 

343 

355 

322 

374 

1,749 

d.  Perinatal  Death  rate 

33.4 

45.6 

48.6 

45.3 

36.5 

41.8 

Health  Area  61,030 

a.  Neonatal  deaths 

24 

16 

14 

17 

12 

83 

b.  Still  Births 

26 

23 

30 

23 

22 

124 

c  Live  Births 

857 

856 

863 

832 

897 

4,305 

d.  Perinatal  Death  rate 

56.6 

44.4 

49.3 

46.8 

37.0 

46.8 

Cornwall  338,760 

a.  Neonatal  deaths 

106 

98 

60 

93 

89 

446 

b.  Still  Births 

115 

118 

155 

131 

134 

653 

c.  Live  Births 

4,881 

4,785 

4,780 

4,422 

4,720 

23,588 

d.  Perinatal  Death  rate 

44.2 

44.1 

43.6 

49.2 

45.9 

45.3 

England  and  Wales 

(d)  Perinatal  Death  rate 

40.6 

40.0 

40.9 

40. 1 

39.4 

40.2 

(a  +  b)  1,000 
d  =  - 


b  +  c 
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The  figures  for  Truro  are  definitely  on  the  high  side  but  it  is 
comforting  to  note  that  they  appear  to  be  improving. 

So  far  as  the  effect  of  radiation  is  concerned  one  can  only  say 
that  it  is  as  yet  apparently  nil. 

The  two  deaths  in  the  15 — 24  year  group  were  both  due  to  acci¬ 
dental  drowning.  Two  of  the  male  deaths  in  the  25 — 44  year  group  were 
due  to  motor  cycle  accidents,  1  to  cancer  of  the  bowel,  one  to  chronic 
nephritis  and  1  to  a  bacterial  infection  of  the  lining  of  the  heart.  Of 
the  female  deaths  in  this  group  1  was  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
one  to  Rheumatic  heart  disease  and  one  to  a  burst  blood  vessel  in  the 
brain. 


There  was  only  one  case  of  cancer  of  the  lung,  a  male  of  72  years. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE 

1.  CLINICS 

Child  Welfare  —  Attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
averaged  27  per  session.  The  average  for  1955  was  28. 

Dental  —  The  increase  in  the  number  of  mothers  taking 
advantage  of  the  dental  service  offered  by  the  County  Council  which 
I  noted  in  1955  has  continued. 


Expectant  and 

Pre-School  School 

Nursing  Mothers 

Children 

Children 

Inspected 

73  (65) 

124(101) 

4,301(2,697) 

Required  treatment 

72  (65) 

108 

(92) 

2,880(2,058) 

Persons  treated 

72  (65) 

104 

(92) 

1,922(1,341) 

Attendances 

216(297) 

205(147) 

4,006(3,087) 

Made  dentally  fit 

49  (49) 

81 

(71) 

1,638(1,287) 

2.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

1953 

1954 

1955  1956 

Ambulances 

7 

7 

7  7 

Utilecons 

4 

4 

4  4 

Patients  carried — 

Ambulances 

3,723 

5,458 

5,174  4,723 

Utilecons 

12,299 

9,839 

9,809  8,911 

Hospital  Car  Service 

425 

959 

795  1,285 

Miles  travelled: — 

Ambulances 

59,706 

75,280 

73,589  66,691 

Utilecons 

113,151 

87,344 

86,728  77,621 

Hospital  Car  Service 

5,875 

18,160 

15,700  17,214 

3.  HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

The  establishment  of  Home  Helps  was  9  (8).  Help  was  given 
in  their  own  homes  to  21  (26)  maternity  and  68  (68)  other  cases  during 
the  year.  That  there  was  no  increase  in  the  work  of  this  service  during 
the  year  was  due  to  some  extent,  at  any  rate,  to  the  reluctance  of  the 
poorer  section  of  the  community  to  pay  the  amounts  assessed. 

The  scale  of  charges  is  in  the  opinion  of  many,  myself  included, 
much  too  high. 
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4.  AFTER-CARE  GRANTS 

A  free  grant  of  extra  nourishment  was  made  to  1  tubercular 
patient  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician. 

5.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Truro  Public  Health  Laboratory  examined  and  reported  on 
28  samples  of  ice  cream  and  74  samples  of  water  during  the  year. 

6.  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Truro  Water  Company  provided  an  ample  supply  of  whole¬ 
some  water  to  the  City  throughout  the  year.  Samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  frequent  intervals  and  all  proved  satis¬ 
factory. 


7.  HOME  NURSING,  MIDWIFERY  AND  HEALTH  VISITING 


1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

General  cases  nursed 

821 

956 

261 

702 

General  Nursing  visits 

9,451 

10,348 

7,551 

5,768 

Midwifery  cases 

127 

99 

104 

132 

Midwifery  visits 

3,329 

2,789 

2,378 

3,960 

Ante  Natal  Visits 

Health  visits  to  children 

1,056 

734 

762 

840 

under  5  years  of  age 

4,454 

3,849 

4,298 

4,559 

Visits  to  elderly  people 

6,541 

6,137 

4,075 

3,338 

Miss  E.  J.  Jennings,  Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer,  reports: — 
“  In  spite  of  severe  staffing  difficulties  the  health  visitors  and 
midwives  have  established  a  weekly  session  where  informal  talks  are 
given  to  expectant  mothers  on  preparation  for  childbirth  and  infant 
care. 


There  has  been  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  number  of  babies 
born  at  home  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  ante-natal  and 
nursing  visits. 

One  case  in  particular  is  worthy  of  notice  that  of  a  premature 
baby  weighing  only  2  lbs.  12  ozs.  This  infant  was  nursed  at  home 
and  its  flourishing  condition  testifies  to  the  combination  of  devoted 
care  and  co-operation  existing  between  the  midwife  and  general  practi¬ 
tioner  and  the  infant's  parents. 
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The  Health  Visitors  made  a  preliminary  enquiry  into  the 
number  of  old  people  who  would  support  a  "Meals  on  Wheels  Service/’ 
The  need  exists.  There  remains  the  job  of  putting  such  a  scheme  on 
to  a  workable  basis." 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Age 

Scarlet 

Whooping 

Food 

Group 

Fever 

Cough 

Measles 

Poisoning 

0—  1 

1—  2 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

C  C 

M  F 

_  _ 

_  _ 

0  0 

40  48 

_ -  _ 

3—  4 

—  — 

1  — 

43  48 

—  — 

5—  9 

—  2 

1  2 

133  102 

—  — 

10—14 

—  — 

—  — 

9  3 

—  1 

15—24 

—  — 

—  — 

—  2 

—  — 

25—44 

—  — 

—  — 

1  3 

1  1 

45—64 

65  + 

1  — 

—  2 

2  2 

231  211 

2  2 

TOTAL 

2 

4 

442 

4 

There  was  also  one  case  of  malaria  in  an  adult  male  recently 
returned  from  the  tropics. 

* 

Poliomyelitis 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  during  the  year.  Early  in 
1956  the  Ministry  of  Health  decided  to  offer  vaccination  against  this 
disease  to  all  children  born  in  and  between  the  years  1947  and  1954. 
In  Truro  there  were  1,487  children  in  this  age  group.  Circulars  were 
sent  to  the  parents  of  all  of  them  and  387  consents  were  received. 
Unfortunately  a  very  small  supply  of  vaccine  was  forthcoming  and 
it  was  only  possible  to  give  2  doses  of  vaccine  to  45  children  while  18 
were  given  a  single  dose. 


Food  Poisoning 

The  4  cases  which  were  notified  during  the  year  were  compara¬ 
tively  mild.  The  suspected  source  of  infection  was  a  tin  of  sausages 
but  a  thorough  investigation  of  other  tins  of  the  same  make  failed  to 
find  any  defect. 
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There  was  another  much  more  extensive  outbreak  of  food 
poisoning  involving  70  persons  in  the  town  and  49  in  the  rural  district. 
As  so  often  happens  however  no  one  went  to  his  doctor  so  none  of  the 
cases  was  officially  notified. 

Diphtheria 

There  was  no  case  of  the  disease  during  the  year.  129  (195) 
children  under  5  years  and  9  (25)  between  the  ages  of  5  years  and 
14  years  were  given  primary  immunising  doses.  Of  these  125  (184) 
received  the  combined  antigen  which  also  affords  protection  against 
whooping  cough.  271  (242)  children  already  immunised  were  given 
booster  doses. 

It  was  estimated  that  on  the  31st  December,  1956,  there  were 
705  (727)  children  in  Truro  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years. 
Of  these  497  (517)  or  70.5%  (71.7%)  had  been  protected  against 
diphtheria  by  immunisation.  This  figure  is  below  the  1955  figure  by 
1.2%. 

Smallpox 

There  were  no  smallpox  cases  in  Truro  in  1956.  56  (65)  children 

4  (6)  persons  over  15  years  of  age  were  vaccinated  and  29  (13) 
re-vaccinations  were  done. 


Tuberculosis 


Age 

Group 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Years 

M 

F 

M  F 

M 

F  M  F 

Under  5 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

-  -  - 

5—14 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

-  -  - 

15—24 

1 

— 

—  — 

— 

-  -  - 

25—44 

2 

1 

—  — 

— 

1  —  — 

45—64 

2 

— 

—  — 

1 

-  -  - 

65  + 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

5 

1 

1 

i  -  - 

TOTAL 

6 

- 1 

2  — 

The  number  of  tubercular  patients  on  the  register  at  the  31st 
December,  1956,  was  105  (110)  respiratory  and  13  (15)  non-respiratory 
making  a  total  of  118  (125)  cases.  This  gives  an  incidence  of  8.7  (9.3) 
known  cases  per  1,000  of  population. 


12 


By  the  end  of  1956  the  number  of  children  who  had  been  vaccin¬ 
ated  against  tuberculosis  with  B.C.G.  had  risen  to  1,300  (1,079).  Of 
these  286  (216)  were  contacts  of  known  cases  of  the  disease  and  1,014 
(863)  were  school  leavers,  the  parents  of  whom  had  accepted  the  offer 
of  this  protective  procedure. 

Number  of  Truro  school  children  dealt  with  at  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  during  spring  was  501.  There  were  no  significant  cases  discovered 
among  these  children. 
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CITY  OF  TRURO 


CITY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1956 


Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  1956.  Aware  of  the  high  standards 
set  by  my  predecessor  and  having  the  advantages  of  your  appointment 
of  an  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  every  effort  was  made  to 
carry  on  the  good  work  in  progress  and  to  extend  it. 

In  May  the  duties  of  supervision  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal 
and  street  cleansing  services  were  transferred  to  the  Department. 

During  the  year  much  time  was  spent  on  the  City  Council’s 
first  year’s  programme  of  clearance  of  unfit  houses  and  food  premises 
received  a  great  deal  of  attention. 

A  notable  advance  was  the  proving  of  a  satisfactory  remedy 
for  the  dampness  of  the  rooms  in  the  Cornish  Unit  flats  and  the 
insulation  of  rooms  was  continuing  steadily  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  support  and  interest  of  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Committee  was  invaluable.  Cordial  relations  were  maintained  with 
your  Chief  Officers  and  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  readily  given 
assistance  of  my  own  staff. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  MARSH, 


City  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

(1)  Milk.  Distribution  of  milk  is  carried  out  as  follows: — 

6  distributors  of  ordinary  milk 
12  distributors  of  tuberculin  tested  milk 
16  distributors  of  pasteurised  milk. 

Information  was  received  late  in  the  year  that  Truro  City  would 
become  a  <f  specified  area  ”  in  1957  and  this  will  mean  the  prohibition 
of  sale  of  ordinary  milk  from  open  cans. 

Fifty-five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  with  the 
following  results. 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Ordinary  milk 

9 

2 

Tuberculin  tested  milk 

13 

1 

Pasteurised  milk 

23 

— 

Biological  test 

6 

1 

As  a  result  of  the  positive  biological  sample  one  cow  on  a  local 
farm  was  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  and  was  subsequently 
slaughtered. 

Twenty-four  licences  to  sell  designated  milk  in  the  City  area 
were  issued  during  the  year.  Only  one  dairy  is  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

(2)  Meat.  Slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  one  private  slaughterhouse 
in  the  area.  During  summer  Sunday  slaughtering  is  carried  out  but 
inspection  is  done  on  Monday  by  arrangement  with  the  proprietor. 
Condemned  meat  is  stained  and  collected  by  a  firm  of  fertiliser  manu¬ 
facturers.  There  was  an  increase  of  34%  over  1955  in  the  number 
of  carcases  killed  and  inspected. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughter¬ 
house.  2,625  lbs.  of  diseased  meat  were  condemned,  1,012  lbs.  of  this 
amount  being  affected  by  tuberculosis. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED,  1956 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

No.  killed 

453 

21 

186 

1,768 

814  — 

No.  inspected 

453 

21 

186 

1,768 

814  — 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

110 

9 

— 

74 

86  — 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

22 

2 

— 

- — 

63  — 

Cysticercosis 

No 

cases  found 

(3)  Ice  Cream.  Fifty-five  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream  and  there  is  one  registered  manufactory.  Here  the  commod¬ 
ity  is  made  by  the  hot  mix  process.  Twenty-eight  samples  were  taken 
with  the  following  gradings: — Grade  1 — 25,  grade  2 — 2,  grade  3 — -1. 

(4)  Other  Foods.  Seven  hundred  and  twenty -five  certificates  were 
issued  for  the  voluntary  surrender  of  5,795  lbs.  of  unsound  food.  All 
this  food  was  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip.  No 
special  examinations  of  stocks  or  consignments  were  necessary. 

(5)  Storage,  Preparation  and  Distribution  of  Food.  The  introduction 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  gave  a  new  impetus  to  the 
inspection  of  food  premises.  404  inspections  of  the  161  food  premises 
in  the  City  were  made.  With  the  friendly  co-operation  of  the  food 
traders  many  improvements  of  premises  and  methods  of  handling  were 
effected . 

Inspections  of  the  school  kitchens  and  dining  accommodation 
in  the  City  area  were  carried  out  and  many  requirements  under  the 
Regulations  were  asked  for.  The  position,  layout  and  construction  of 
the  kitchen  and  food  storage  rooms  at  the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary 
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continued  to  be  a  source  of  anxiety  and  it  is  probable  that  only  a 
major  reconstruction  of  the  kitchen  will  give  the  standards  necessary 
today. 

Seventy-one  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16,  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955 — 15  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  potted, 
pickled  and  preserved  foods — 55  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  one 
ice  cream  manufactory.  192  inspections  of  these  registered  premises 
were  made.  One  application  for  exemption  from  the  provision  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  was  received  and  refused  by  the 
Council. 

(6)  Investigation  into  the  Cleansing  of  Oysters.  Late  in  the  year  an 
investigation  into  this  subject  was  commenced  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  It  is  expected  that  by  March 
1957  over  two  hundred  oysters  will  have  been  examined  and  the  results 
tied  to  salinities  of  the  cleansing  and  river  waters. 

(7)  Prosecution.  A  successful  prosecution  was  taken  against  a 
multiple  grocery  firm  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the 
sale  of  lentils  which  were  unfit  for  human  consumption  being  infested 
by  the  granary  weevil. 

(8)  Number  by  Type  of  Food  Premises. 


Grocers 

...  48 

Wholesale  Warehouses  ... 

2 

Mixed 

...  16 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

8 

Confectioners 

...  7 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

3 

Sweets 

...  16 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ... 

9 

Butchers 

...  15 

Bakehouses 

2 

School  Canteens 

9 

Licensed  Premises 

17 

Factory  Canteens 

2 

Hotels 

11 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

( 1 )  Refuse  Collection.  A  kerbside  collection  service  operates  in  the 
City  area.  96%  of  the  5,546  containers  in  use  are  emptied  weekly; 
2%  are  emptied  daily  and  2%  are  emptied  twice  weekly.  The  term 
“  containers  ”  has  been  used  because  no  less  than  35%  of  the  recept¬ 
acles  are  nondescript  tubs,  baths,  buckets  and  boxes.  Normal  staff 
comprises  6  collectors  with  two  side  loading  vehicles  but  these  are 
supplemented  on  certain  days  by  a  further  three  collectors  and  two 
vehicles. 

(2)  Refuse  Disposal.  During  the  year  the  reserve  tip  at  Harvey's 
Creek,  which  was  used  when  high  tides  prevented  vehicles  reaching 
the  main  tip  at  Newham,  was  completed.  A  new  reserve  tip  was 
obtained  at  the  southern  end  of  Boscawen  Park  where  seven  war-time 
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slipways  are  to  be  filled  and  levelled  prior  to  extension  of  the  Park. 
The  fires  at  Newham  tip  were  put  out  and  by  means  of  a  ramp  new 
tipping  areas  were  created.  The  supply  of  cover  is  very  inadequate 
and  proper  controlled  tipping  is  virtually  impossible  until  sufficient 
supplies  of  cover  are  made  available.  There  were  two  outbreaks  of 
fire  late  in  the  year.  Neither  was  serious  and  both,  it  is  believed,  were 
caused  by  hot  ashes  from  all  night  burning  stoves  being  placed  amongst 
the  refuse. 

(3)  Salvage.  The  paper  content  of  summer  refuse  is  extremely  high 
but  because  of  a  lack  of  markets  for  paper  salvage  in  the  South  West 
it  has  to  be  disposed  of  on  the  tip.  The  sale  of  pressed  tins  recom¬ 
menced  in  August  and  fourteen  tons  were  salvaged. 

(4)  Street  Cleansing.  Normal  staff  consists  of  seven  orderlies  equip¬ 
ped  with  street  orderly  carts.  Several  newly  developed  estates  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  City  have  no  street  cleansing  service.  The  total  mileage 
of  streets  is  30  and  the  frequency  of  cleansing  is  as  follows: — 


Four  times  Twice 


Daily  weekly  weekly  Weekly 

15%  3.5%  30%  38% 


Not  cleansed 
13.5% 


(5)  Cesspool  Emptying.  678  cesspools  were  emptied  during  the  year. 
The  existing  machine  has  done  good  service  since  1939  and  it  is  highly 
desirable  that  it  be  replaced  as  soon  as  possible  by  a  modern  machine 
capable  also  of  cleansing  street  gullies.  The  existing  method  of  empty¬ 
ing  street  gullies  by  hand  is  offensive  and  insanitary. 

(6)  Public  Conveniences.  These  are  cleansed  by  three  full  time  and 
three  part  time  attendants.  There  are  seven  ladies’  conveniences, 
seven  men’s  conveniences  and  four  urinals  in  the  City  area.  In 
October  the  Council  decided  to  make  provision  in  next  year’s  estimates 
for  a  new  public  convenience  at  the  Moorfield  Car  Park.  The  facilities 
provided  are  well  maintained  and  reasonably  kept  bearing  in  mind 
the  age  of  some  of  the  conveniences. 


VERMIN  INFESTATION  CONTROL 


(1)  Rodents.  The  Council  employs  a  full  time  rodent  operative. 
122  infestations  of  rats  and  mice  were  dealt  with  during  the  year, 
none  of  a  major  character.  A  test  baiting  of  the  City’s  sewers  showed 
them  to  be  virtually  rat  free.  Frequent  infestations  arise  from  the 
two  rivers  which  flow  through  the  built-up  areas. 
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TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 
Non- Agricultural 

Dwelling  All  Other 
Houses  (including 

Local  (inc.  Council  Business  Agricul- 

Authority  Houses)  Premises)  TOTAL  tural 


1 .  Number  of 
properties  in 
Local  Authority’s 
District 


25 


2.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  inspected  as  a 
result  of 

(a)  Notification  — 

(b)  Survey  under 

the  Act  — 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g. 

when  visited 
primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose  25 

3.  Total  inspections 

carried  out — includ¬ 
ing  re-inspections  201 

4.  Number  of  pro¬ 
perties  inspected 


5.  Number  of  Infested 
properties  (in  Sec.  4) 
treated  by  the 

Local  Authority  1 1 

6.  Number  of  “Block” 

control  schemes 
carried  out  — 


4,257 


828 


5,110 


26 


84 

16 

100 

— 

1,329 

128 

1,457 

10 

1,217 

350 

1,592 

— 

2,720 

524 

3,445 

10 

(in  Sec.  2)  and 
found  to  be 
infested  by 

(a)  Rats  (Major  — 

(Minor  11 

74 

6 

91 

— 

(b)  Mice  (Major  — 

- 

— 

— 

— 

(Minor  — 

21 

10 

31 

— 

95 


16 


122 


1 


2 
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(2)  Insect  Pests.  Although  the  bed  bug  is  now  rare,  flea  infestations 
are  common.  Assistance  was  again  given  in  respect  of  the  destruction 
of  wasps’  and  ants’  nests. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

During  the  year  70  samples  of  public  water  supply  were  obtained 
by  the  Water  Company  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  All  were 
satisfactory.  Four  samples  of  private  water  supplies  proved  to  be 
unsatisfactory  and  the  appropriate  action  was  taken. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

150  inspections  of  drainage  systems  were  made.  The  continued 
pollution  of  the  river  by  the  Duke  Street — Quay  Street  sewer  and 
Falmouth  Road  sewer  should  receive  urgent  attention.  The  small 
village  of  Malpas  drains  almost  entirely  into  the  river  whilst  the 
Penweathers  Lane  area  is  a  source  of  anxiety  because  of  constantly 
overflowing  cesspools.  It  is  hoped  that  1957  will  see  the  completion 
of  the  sewering  of  the  Tregolls  Road  area. 

FACTORIES 

49  inspections  of  factories  were  made  and  in  18  cases  defects 
were  remedied.  All  the  larger  factories  were  inspected  in  connection 
with  escape  from  fire  certificates  but  no  certificates  were  issued  during 
the  year. 


1.  Inspections 

M/c 

Number  of 

M/c 

line 

No.  on 

Inspec¬ 

Written  Occupiers 

line 

Premises 

No. 

Register 

tions 

notices  prosecuted 

No. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5)  (6) 

(7) 

1.  Factories  in 

which  sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

1 

16 

1 

1 

2.  Factories  not 

included  in  1  in 

which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

2 

90 

47 

13  — 

2 

20 


Premises 

(1) 

3.  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises 


M/c 

line 

No.  on 

Inspec¬ 

No. 

Register 

tions 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

3 

1 

1 

Number  of  M/c 

Written  Occupiers  line 
notices  prosecuted  No. 
(5)  (6)  (7) 


1  —  3 


TOTAL 


113 


49 


14 


21 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  No.  of 
were  found  Referred  cases  in 
M/c  to  by  which  pro- M/c 

Particulars  line  Found  Remedied  H.M.  H.M.  secutions  line 

No.  Inspector  Inspec-  were  No. 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

tor 

(6) 

instituted 

(7)  (8) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

4 

5 

4 

2 

—  4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

— 

— 

— T- 

— 

—  5 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.3) 

6 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S.4) 

T 

J 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

—  7 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors  (S.6) 

8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

—  8 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

9 

3 

3 

2 

—  9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

10 

9 

9 

7 

—  10 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

11 

_ 

—  11 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  incldg. 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

12 

11 

—  12 

TOTAL 


30 


18 


13 


22 


HOUSING 


(1)  Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses.  In  May  the 

Council  declared  6  areas  covering  44  houses  to  be  Clearance  Areas,  and 
after  declaring  its  intention  to  make  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
proceeded  to  buy  the  properties  informally.  Twenty-seven  houses 
were  so  purchased  during  the  year  and  ten  houses  were  demolished. 
Seven  closing  orders  were  made  and  nineteen  families  displaced  from 
unfit  properties. 

(2)  Carlyon  Cottages — Almshouses.  The  Council  purchased  Carlyon 
Cottages  in  May  and  plans  were  prepared  for  the  conversion  of  the 
twelve  sets  of  rooms  into  six  reasonably  modern  homes  for  old  people. 

(3)  Rehousing.  Forty-nine  Council  houses  were  completed  during 
the  year  and  twenty-one  were  built  by  private  enterprise.  The  House 
Lettings  Sub-Committee  adopted  four  aims  in  September,  these  being: — 

(a)  To  satisfy  as  many  cases  as  possible  from  the  houses 
becoming  available. 

(b)  To  allocate  50%  of  dwellings  to  slum  clearance  families. 

(c)  To  reduce  overcrowding  on  Estates  and  change  flat 
dwellers. 

(d)  To  rehouse  as  many  as  possible  from  the  general  needs  lists. 

Forty  families  were  rehoused  from  the  general  needs  list,  nine¬ 
teen  clearance  area  families  were  rehoused  and  twenty-four  tenants 
were  moved  to  more  suitable  accommodation.  Two  hundred  and  forty- 
five  visits  were  made  to  the  homes  of  applicants. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Dwellinghouses  inspected 

316 

Visits  to  refuse  tips  and 

Council  houses  inspected 

116 

depots 

147 

Visits  re  rehousing 

Visits  to  Clearance  Area 

245 

Public  conveniences  inspected  41 

houses 

Visits  re  Clearance  Area 

192 

Visits  re  drainage  work 

150 

removals 

Dangerous  walls  &  buildings 

28 

Visits  re  rodent  control 

94 

inspected 

4 

Visits  re  funeral  of  poor 
persons 

11 

23 


Food  Premises  inspected 

404 

Cinemas  etc.  inspected 

Camp  sites  inspected 

3 

6 

Factories  inspected 

49 

Hackney  Carriages  inspected 
Shops  Act  inspections 

22 

3 

Visits  re  infectious  disease 

2 

Visits  re  nuisances 

79 

Visits  re  food  poisoning 

16 

Miscellaneous  visits 

18 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 


Housing 

Houses  disinfested  3 

House  roofs  repaired  18 

Plaster  repaired  5 

Gutters  &  fallpipes  repaired  8 

Door  &  windows  repaired  5 

Firegrates  &  flues  repaired  4 

Walls  repaired  4 

Dampness  abated  3 

Floors  repaired  1 

Rooms  re-decorated  3 

Dangerous  walls  demolished 
or  rebuilt  3 

Houses  demolished  10 


Factories 

Artificial  light  provided  to 


sanitary  accommodation  3 

Conveniences  cleansed  3 

New  W.C.’s  provided  2 

W.C.’s  resited  1 

W.C.’s  screened  3 

Adequate  ventilation  provided  1 
Adequate  means  of  heating 
provided  1 

Premises  cleansed  4 

Drainage 

Drains  repaired  1 5 

Choked  drains  cleared  19 

New  W.C.’s  provided  9 


Food  Premises 

^Preparation  rooms 

reconstructed  2 

Hot  water  supply  provided  34 
Wash  basins  or  sinks 

provided  18 

Sinks  with  cold  water  supply 
provided  4 

Premises  cleansed  1 1 

Improvements  at  bakehouse  14 
First  aid  kit  provided  1 

Structural  improvements 

carried  out  9 

Staff  room  provided  2 

Premises  redecorated  4 

Walls  cement  rendered  5 

Water  closets  provided  2 

Water  closets  repaired  1 

Floors,  doors  and  windows 
repaired  7 


Licensed  Premises 

Artificial  light  provided  to 
conveniences  1 

Automatic  flush  provided  to 
urinal  1 

Doors  and  windows  repaired  1 

Hot  water  supply  provided  1 
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